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Jo C. Phelan holds a master's degree in psychology and a Ph.D. in sociology. Her broad research focus is
on social inequalities, particularly on the interplay between social structural conditions and social
psychological processes in producing, maintaining or changing those inequalities. Her current research
interests include socioeconomic inequalities as "fundamental causes" of inequalities in health and
mortality, public conceptions of mental illness, and stigma, particularly stigma associated with mental
illnesses. In 2022, she received the Leonard I. Pearlin Award for Distinguished Contributions to the
Sociological Study of Mental Health by the American Sociological Association.
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